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From sugar whites and pastel pinks to toasted browns and deep sea blues, the wide spectrum
of colored clay offers an array of possibilities for creative ceramicists. By using the clay itself as
the sole means of decoration, potters can achieve effects that range from subtle gradation to
dramatic shifts, all integrated into the structure of their creation. Working with colored clay
demands a special, disciplined approach, but the rewards are many.Beginning with a brief
introduction to historic forms such as encaustic tile, sprigging, and art pottery, Coloring Clay
explains the principal techniques for working with colored clay. This detailed, practical handbook
takes artists though the clay and stain selection process to forming and firing, outlining proven
procedures that produce optimum results. Readers will learn to use coiling and handbuilding for
marbled effects, make Wedgwood-style applied reliefs, incorporate swirls and subtle hues into
wheel-thrown pieces with mixes and overlays, or apply inlays to slipcast works for modern
geometric patterns. Jo Connell also covers loaf and cane forms such as agate, nerikomi, and
millefiori, as well as textural effects.With dozens of color photographs illustrating key steps and
methods and beautiful presentations of great contemporary ceramic art, Coloring Clay is sure to
educate and inspire.

Book DescriptionColoring Clay explains the major techniques for working with colored clay. This
detailed, practical handbook takes artists from the clay and stain selection process to forming
and firing, outlining proven procedures that produce optimum results.About the AuthorArtist and
lecturer Jo Connell is also the author of The Potter's Guide to Ceramic Surfaces.
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The Japanese Pottery Handbook: Revised Edition



Deborah L. Smith, “excellent book. Love this book!! As usual Jo Connell, the author, has
produced another beautiful and exciting book. There are very few books on this subject and I
highly recommend this one. It is very up to date and provides knowledge not found elsewhere.
Ceramics Handbooks are ,by and large, always good, and this is no exception. I am so glad I
found it. Even if you never actually color your clay you will be glad you read it. I suggest buying it
even if you have many books on pottery . It is a source of inspiration and new ideas for any potter
and serves as an excellent reference tool.”

K Chassier, “book. I bought the book either for school or as a reference. Its good. I can't believe
they require a minimum amount of words. Crazy. They want an opinion and then ask for so
many words.  What are they nuts!”

Carla P Smith, “Five Stars. thanks”

Judi Smith, “Colouring clay. An excellent book to get you started on colouring clay. Mixing stains
and oxides in clay, percentages and some basic techniques.Gives info you dont get from the
polymer books.”

Thomas Perry, “Informative, Inspiring, But Not Perfect. I recommend Jo Connell's Coloring Clay
to anyone who currently works with or is considering working with colored clay. It is an excellent
survey of techniques and approaches utilized in this often overlooked area of ceramics.
Following a brief review of historical uses of colored clay, such as Egyptian paste beads,
encaustic tiles, and Wedgwood wares, Ms. Connell discusses how clay is colored, then provides
images of vessels and sculptures from a number of contemporary studio artists (primarily British
and American and at least one Australian). The images are usually accompanied by brief
descriptions of processes the artists use, but don't expect "how-to" details. And to her further
credit, Ms. Connell emphasizes testing and safety information. There are a few shortcomings,
particularly for beginners to the field. Although she presents starting percentages for additions of
several mineral oxides and carbonates (such as cobalt, iron, copper), she omits this valuable
insight for commercial stains (for example, 4%-5% for most blues and greens). And she doesn't
refer to specific commercial stains available in the U.S. (e.g. Mason, Cerdec, Blue Heron),
although she does offer a short list of ceramic suppliers that sell these stains once you know
what you want. While she refers in a short paragraph to the Japanese techniques of nerikomi
and neriage, I wish she would have included images and process descriptions for some of the
outstanding works by Japanese ceramists. I also would have liked more discussion on millefiore
blocks and patterns. Still, Ms. Connell introduced me to interesting and novel approaches and
has inspired me to explore some new directions for my own work.”



Gerilyn Art, “Adding color to clay. I really like this book. I have used some of the techniques on
my pottery. Really adds another dimension to clay.”

Larissa A. Titus, “not too bad. the use artist's examples was a little much, but inspiring. more
technical information would have been nice”

mariam, “excellent. excellent book delighted”

W. Vienneau, “Surprising inspiration in such a small book. The book arrived in a small package. I
really wasn't expecting much but once I started reading it and looking at the examples I couldn't
put it down! Good things... small packages. The only reason I'm not giving it 5 stars is the
format of the book. I think the editor could have put in a little more effort.Great photo examples,
step-by-step instructions and good written instructions. I often find advice, not just insctruction,
also of benifit.All around a good book.”

Jen Berkner, “Good book, learnt how to make colored clay and .... Good book, learnt how to
make colored clay and some interesting looking pottery has come of the things I have learnt.”

Visibee, “Five Stars. Un short book with a lot information!”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 20 people have provided feedback.
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